
 

 

THIS JOY THAT I HAVE 
 
 
Hebrews 12:2 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.” 
 
INTRODUCTION 

There have been many sermons on the sufferings of Christ on the cross. Words do not 
have the capacity to communicate the suffering Christ experienced as he died for our sins. 

The loneliness of the cross was terrible. Jesus was forsaken by his friends. In the midst of 
his agony, he even felt forsaken by God. The shame of the cross is frequently forgotten by 
modern-day Christians. Crucifixion was the ultimate in insult and public contempt for a 
criminal. It is impossible for us even to begin to understand the horror of the cross to the 
sinless soul of the innocent, divine Son of God. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews injects into our thinking an idea that appears to be 
contradictory. He makes much of the fact that a part of our Lord’s motive for enduring 
the agony of the cross was for “the joy that was set before him.” Is it possible that one 
could endure such agony, such loneliness, such shame, such horror, and yet experience 
joy in doing so? The writer of Hebrews says yes. Even Jesus prays for his joy to be 
fulfilled in every believer (John 17:13). 

John 17:13 
“And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy 
fulfilled in themselves.“ 
 
There are three joys that led Jesus Christ to the cross I’d like to point out. 
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I.    The Joy of Glorifying God 
 
A. In his great prayer, Jesus prayed, “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy 

Son also may glorify thee” (John 17:1). 

i.    To glorify means to “make known.” 
ii.   Jesus came to the earth to make known the nature, character and purpose of 

God. 
iii.  In this petition he prays that God might reveal the nature and the divine 

purpose of Jesus of Nazareth who was to be manifested as the Son of God in the 
miracle of resurrection. 

iv.  And Jesus, by this petition, is affirming his purpose to make known the nature 
and character of god by his death on the cross. 

 

 
II.  The Joy of Completing God’s Plan. 

 Could Jesus have escaped the cross? 

A. Perhaps this question is idle speculation, but it is evident that Satan thought that he 
could avoid the cross. 

B. Satan offered him the kingdom of this world if he would but fall down and worship 
him. 

C. The heart of this temptation was a suggested escape from the cross and a 
convenient, inexpensive way to win the kingdoms of this world for God.  

D. Jesus rejected this suggestion and endured the cross because there was no other 
way to save people. 

E. In doing so, he was to achieve the highest possible destiny for his life. 
i. Apart from the sufferings of the cross, there could be no resurrection form the 

tomb and demonstration of the reality of eternal life. 
ii. Apart from the suffering of the cross, there could be no crusade of love by 

gospel teams carrying the message of redemption to a lost world. 
iii. Apart from the sufferings of the cross, there could be for Jesus no divine 

approval and exaltation at the end of the way. 
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iv. Jesus’ first recorded words were, “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” 
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a. From the cross, he cried, “It is finished.” 
b. This was not the last gasp of a defeated idealist. 
c. It was the shout of triumph of one who had fully achieved his unique and 

divinely ordained destiny. 
d. It was, in a profoundly sober way, a shout of joy. 

 

III.  The Joy of Paying of Sin 
 

A. Jesus endured the cross to experience the joy of saving you and me from sin. 
i. We were slaves, and he came to set us free. 
ii. We were guilty, and he came to cleanse us. 
iii. We were helpless, and he came to rescue us. 
iv. We were in a hopeless condition, and he came and gave us life. 

B. He died for our sins. 
i. He makes forgiveness possible. 
ii. He gives new life, eternal life, spiritual life and divine life 

C. The joy of rendering the highest possible service to you and meeting the deepest 
need of your heart and life was a part of the joy that led Jesus to suffer the agony of 
the cross. 
 

CLOSING 
Was the death of Christ on the cross a waste as far as you are concerned? If you have 
rejected him, then as far as you are concerned, he died in vain. Let his death on the cross 
be your death to sin. Let the life he revealed on the first Easter morn be your life. 
Let his example challenge you to give your life completely to the divine plan. Determine 
to live so as to glorify God in your daily life that others might come to your Savior and be 
saved by his death on the cross and be transformed by his living presence. As the song 
says, “This joy that I have the world didn’t give it to me, and the world can’t take it away.” 


