
The Cross: Where God Made Peace 

Colossians 1:12-22 

The cross where Jesus died was a public place of execution. It was a place of violence. It was a place of 
sorrow, torture, suffering and death. It was a place of heart-ache, a place of loneliness and a place of grief. 
It was a place of both injustice and justice. It was a place of dying, and the place where death was 
destroyed. It was a place of great wounding, and a place of great healing. It was not a peaceful place, but it 
became a place of peace - THE place of peace! It was there that our righteous, just and holy God made 
peace for his estranged people. This was all done through the atoning death of Jesus, the Christ. Jesus was 
the peace offering! 

Paul says in Colossians 1:19-20 NIV - "For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross."  

God made peace for us, and he did so without our help. 

There is an old story about a pastor walking down a country lane who saw a young farmer feverishly 
struggling with a load of hay that had fallen off his cart. The boy was all hot and sweaty and looked very 
upset. 

"You look hot, my son," said the pastor. "Why don’t you just rest a moment, and then I’ll give you a hand." 

"No thanks," said the young man. "My father wouldn’t like it." 

"Don’t be silly," the minister said. "Everyone is entitled to a break. Come and have a drink of water." 

Again the young man refused saying that his father would be upset.  

Losing his patience, the pastor said, "Your father must be a real slave driver. Tell me where I can find him 
and I’ll give him a piece of my mind." 

"Well," replied the young man, "He’s under that load of hay." 
 
While the analogy of this story easily breaks down when carried too far, the story generally illustrates part 
of the problem that many of the Colossians were struggling with, and which Paul's letter from prison 
addresses.  

The Colossians had a problem, as do we. It is the problem of sin, and some of them mistakenly believed 
they needed to help God solve this problem. 



Like the young farmer in the old story, these confused believers were pursuing "helping the Father out." 

In the story, the farmer's dad was inadequate to remove the obstacle that separated him from his son and 
he needed assistance.  

In Colossians 1, we see that these misguided believers needed to be reminded that it was not their own 
efforts, or traditions, or philosophies or "super knowledge" that restores our lost relationship with God, or 
that removes our sin that separates all of us from God, rather, it is by the initiative and action of God 
himself!  

Paul said it best this way,  

"For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him (Jesus), and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross" 
(Col. 1:19-20 NIV). 

One paraphrase says it this way, "Christ's death on the cross has made peace with God for all by his blood."  

God has made peace for us through the shed blood of Jesus, because, we were not previously at peace with 
him. Our problems are, of course, far greater than a load of hay that has come off the cart. Our lives have 
come off the rails! Left to ourselves, we are lost! 

We are alienated from God by our sins (v. 21). Alienation involves a good relationship gone bad. God is 
holy and righteous, and we are not. Our sinfulness falls short of his desire and design for us. We all have 
sinned and fallen short. Our lives "miss the mark." We are dead in our trespasses and sins. We are held 
hostage to "the dominion of darkness" (v. 13). We are enslaved to sin. And the wages of sin is death! 

We are by nature and action hostile toward God (v. 21). The created ones have rebelled against the 
Creator. We are bent toward self-worship and self-service. Yet, amazingly, God has pursued us, and made 
peace for us! 

Paul repeatedly reminds us that we need look no further than Christ and his work on the cross in 
understanding how sinful, fallen man can be reconciled to his holy God. Jesus is presented, not as part of 
the solution, he IS the solution. The gospel (good news) of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus IS 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes!  

It is grace from God that brings us into a peaceful and right relationship with God. It is not by human 
effort, human goodness, human intellect, philosophy or ritual. It is by the grace of our loving God 
manifested in his Son shedding his blood and dying on the cross! 



In our text, Paul beautifully and repeatedly clarifies the initiative of God in securing peace with and for us. 
If I could, I'd like to draw your eyes and your hearts to this life-changing act of God by asking and 
answering three questions. 

1.What Has God Done By the Cross? 

God has qualified you (v. 12). 

In verse 12, it tells us that we should "give thanks to the Father who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light." 

If you've ever applied for a loan, you know that you can't get that loan until you meet certain criteria. Are 
you a wise risk? Have you paid your bills (on time)? Do you have stable employment? It can be a process 
that requires considerable effort on your part for you to get qualified.  

You should know, we're not qualified to be part of God's family. We're not qualified, we don't fit, we're 
not fit to be part of his family, his eternal kingdom. But the good news of the gospel is that though we do 
not have enough righteousness on our own to be part of the family of a holy God, God has declared us 
righteous; he has justified us by faith in his Son, the Lord Jesus, through his blood, shed on the cross, and 
the minute we repent of sin and receive Jesus Christ as our Savior, God says, "I qualify that one."  

Paul reminds believers, then and now, that by his grace, God, in Christ, has met the qualification needed 
for us to become part of his eternal family! 

In ourselves, we believers have no ability, no fitness, no standing or status, whereby we qualify to share in 
the inheritance that God has in store for his children, his saints. And, oh, what an inheritance it is! The 
apostle Peter describes it as "an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade" (1 Peter 1:4). Paul says that 
"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" 
(1 Corinthians 2:9). In the book of Revelation, John describes our inheritance, in part, in terms of many 
"no mores." No more sorrow, no more sin, no more pain and suffering, no more death, no more tears, no 
more hunger and thirst, no more separation from God! 

It is no wonder Paul says that we should joyfully give thanks to the Father who has qualified us to share in 
such an inheritance! 

God has delivered you (v. 13). 

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness” (Col. 1:13 ESV). 



To deliver, or rescue means to liberate, or save, someone from something. We are rescued from the 
dominion of darkness of sin - freed from enslavement to sin. Notice who did this. God did! We could not 
deliver or rescue ourselves from the guilt and penalty of sin, but he could and did! 

God has transferred you (v. 13). 

Col. 1:13 - " ... and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son." 

He's qualified us, he's delivered us, now it says he has transferred us.  

The NIV uses the phrase "brought us into." Other translations use terms like, "translate" or "transfer." I 
think transfer helps clarify what God has done for us. 

Years ago, employees of the huge corporation IBM used to laughingly say that "IBM stands for ‘I've Been 
Moved,’” because they used to move their people around so much. IBM = "I've Been Moved." “I got a 
transfer." Well, if you are a follower of Christ, you can say, "I've been transferred. I got a transfer." "He has 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son" (Col. 1:13 ESV). 

This word "transferred" was used in those days to describe a conquering king who would take those who 
had been defeated and transfer them. He would carry them somewhere else, he would deport them. The 
losers got transferred to another country. Well, the good news of the gospel is that we're the delivered, and 
we've been transferred into the kingdom of his beloved Son! 

God has redeemed and forgiven you (v. 14). 

Christian, you are now in the family and kingdom of the King of kings, "in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins" (v. 14). 

To redeem means to release a prisoner by the payment of a ransom. Jesus was our ransom payment. He 
purchased our freedom from sin's penalty with his own death. He was "the Lamb that was slain from the 
foundation of the earth" (Rev. 13:8). 

Peter tells us that "You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot."  

By his death and resurrection, sinless Jesus met the holy demands of God's law.  

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13). 

Hebrews 1:3 and 9:12 tell us that Jesus "made purification of sins" and obtained eternal redemption. 



1 Peter 2:24 – “He ‘bore our sins’ in his own body, and ‘by his wounds’ we are healed.” 

Rev. 5:9 says that by his sacrifice, Jesus has purchased people for God ”from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation.” 

Acts 10 declares that Jesus was put to death on the cross, that God raised him from the dead, and that 
"everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." In Christ, because of the cross, 
we are redeemed and forgiven.  

He has secured reconciliation (vv.  20-21). 

He has reconciled us to himself. Reconciliation suggests a previous alienation. Alienation speaks of 
estrangement in relationship, to be shut out from fellowship and intimacy. Fallen mankind was previously 
alienated from God by our enmity, the rebellion of our hearts, and our evil behavior. We who once were 
far away from God, he has brought near! The prodigals are welcomed home, greeted with compassion, 
given a robe, a family ring and shoes, and celebrated by the Father! We are brought into right relationship 
with God.            

He has secured peace (v. 20). 

No longer alienated, and far away from God, now we have been brought near. No longer prodigals, now 
sons and daughters of the King. No longer orphans, now family. No longer outcasts, now included. New 
creations, new hearts, new standing with God - because Jesus secured peace for us by dying for us on 
Calvary's cross! He took the punishment we deserve. He died that we might live. He secured peace 
through his own violent death. The justice of God was satisfied by the mercy of God. The peace offering 
has been offered and accepted! Grace, mercy, righteousness and peace are extended to those desperately in 
need of them, but totally incapable of securing them for ourselves. In truth, "He, Himself, is our peace." In 
him, we stand cleansed of sin, declared just. The offensive stench of our sinful lives is removed. Where 
there was discord, there is now harmony. 

"Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with God because of what 
Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of 
undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God's 
glory"         (Romans 5:1-2). 

He has secured a future (vv. 12, 22). 

Paul has previously (12) spoken of an inheritance that Jesus has qualified us for. Now (22), he reminds us 
that at some point in the future, those reconciled to God, these redeemed ones, will stand before the Lord 



as holy in his sight - set apart for God, pure and blameless, free from fault and above reproach (free from 
all accusation). 

All of this because of a righteousness, not our own, but credited to us through our faith in Christ! 

2. By Whom Did God Do All of This? (vv. 15-20) 

Col. 1:15-20 tells us that this amazing transaction of God is accomplished by and through Jesus - the One 
who is the EXACT, not similar, image of the invisible God; Jesus, the Authority over all things; Jesus, the 
One who created all things, and for whom they were created; Jesus, the Sustainer of all things ("the Glue of 
the universe"); Jesus, the head of the church, Jesus, the preeminent One; Jesus, the One who conquered 
death and the grave through his own resurrection (and secures that victory for all who trust in him). All of 
this was accomplished by Jesus, the One, who, though fully God, gave himself as the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 

3. Through What Means was All This done? (v. 20) 

This peace, this restoration of relationship between God and man, is accomplished by the shed blood of 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, sacrificed on Calvary's cross. The violence of the cross secured our peace. Justice 
is satisfied. Wrath is poured out. God's love and mercy are demonstrated! 

God accomplished peace for the believer, apart from our efforts or our innate goodness. Our loving God 
reconciled to himself those who had made him their enemy through sinful rebellion of heart and action. 
He did this by removing the debt of our sin that separates us from him. As Paul says later in this same 
letter, "He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it 
to the cross" (Col. 2:13-14 NLT). 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he 
himself is our peace ... " (Ephesians 2:13-14 ESV). 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
(Rom. 5:1-2 ESV) 

A couple of years ago, our church choir presented a beautiful musical titled, "Salvation's Story" arranged 
by Cliff Duren. Included in that musical was a great song with a familiar title, but mostly unfamiliar words 
and music. It was titled, "At the Cross." I'd like to share some of those words as I close, for they describe 
for us the impact of the cross.  

(A spoken introduction to the song): "Only the God of the impossible could have made a way for both 
His justice and His mercy to be satisfied. Only He could make a place where both His love and His wrath 



could be poured out freely. It was impossible for all of us who were guilty in our sin to be restored back to 
our Father and His family. But God made the impossible once and forever possible ... at the cross." 

Song Lyrics: "At the cross, Your glory bore my shame. At the cross, You suffered in my place. You gave 
everything for us - at the cross.   

“Dark and sacred hill where violence purchased peace; the innocent was bound to set the captives free. 
There you made a way; the lost are welcomed home again. 

“At the cross, Your glory bore my shame. At the cross, You suffered in my place. You gave everything for 
us - at the cross. 

“At the cross, the Prince of Heaven died. At the cross (for sinners crucified). You gave everything for us. 
You gave everything for us!  

“Mercy there was great and grace was free; pardon there was multiplied for me. There my burdened soul 
found liberty - at the cross, at the cross! 

“At the cross, Your glory bore my shame. At the cross, You suffered in my place. You gave everything for 
us - at the cross. 

“At the cross, the Prince of Heaven died. At the cross (for sinners crucified). You gave everything for us. 
You gave everything for us - At the Cross!" 

Gipsy Smith, an outstanding evangelist of another age, once put it this way. He said, "I am not afraid of 
the cross. I know that men used to come there to die, but since Jesus died, they come there (to the cross) 
to live."  

As I close, I ask you, Do you have this peace with God? Do you know that you are forgiven? Are you living 
in a restored relationship with God? If not, my prayer for you is that you will turn by faith to the One who 
made peace for you on the cross. You, yourself, can experience his peace! It is available to whoever would 
ask of God! 

If you are "in Christ" today, I offer for you the great benedictory prayer found in Hebrews 13:20-21:  

“Now may the God of peace — who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great Shepherd of the sheep, and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood — 

may he equip you with all you need for doing his will. May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus 
Christ, every good thing that is pleasing to him. All glory to him forever and ever! Amen.” 


